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A double header log train on the Bucksport & Elk River 
Railroad with engine No. 1 on the front and No. 2 on 
the rear. A very early photograph from the collection 
of Lloyd Stine. 
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Train headed by No. 1 with logs for the Holmes Eureka mill which 
can be seen behind the train at Bucksport. Collection of Lioyd Stine 


Lucksport and Elk River R.R. 


By STANLEY T. BORDEN 


If, as the fog swirls in from the Pacific Ocean, across Humboldt 
Bay and up the Elk River Valley, one listens hard enough, he may 
hear the soft puffing and high pitched whistle of the ghost of the 
Baldwin locomotives as they roll their trains of logs and lumber 
down the Elk River to the bay. The logs for now silent saws and 
the lumber for wooden steam schooners, long since gone to watery 
graves, so another pioneer railroad has pi.ssed on leaving only a 
memory, a few photos and this epitaph. 

-000- 

Messrs. Noah H. Falk, C. J. Stafford and J. C. Hawley of Humb- 
oldt County, California, conceived in the early 1880's a plan to 
construct a sawmill and secure timber on a stumpage basis. They 
chose the heavily redwood timbered Elk River area, a few miles 
south of Eureka and picked a location on the South Fork of the Elk 
for their mill. 

To transport the finished product from the mill to iidewater, 
they along with Irwin L. Harpster and Benjamin Pendleton, incorp- 
orated the Elk River Rail Road on October 27, 1882 to construct 
and operate a narrow gauge railroad from a point on Humboldt Bay at 
the town of Bucksport to "W. Lands Creek", a tributary of the South 
Fork Elk River. It was to be a common carrier, freight and pass- 
enger, with an authorized capital stock of $60,000 in 600 shares and 
to use 25 pound T rail for its estimated length of eight miles. 
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Bucksport & Elk River Railroad No. 1 at Bucksport about 1910, 


Work was started on the construction of the railroad but consid- 
erable difficulty was had in securing a right-of-way and much time 
and money was wasted. Late in 1883,they discovered that their 
funds were insufficient to complete both the railroad and the saw- 
mill, Two large firms, the California Redwood Company and the Dol- 
beer & Carson Lumber Company, which owned considerable timber in 
this area, were approched by Falk and Stafford to take over the 
railroad project, which they did, enabling Falk, Stafford and Hawley 
to commence construction on the sawmill for their Elk River Mill & 
Lumber Company. 

The new owners decided to build the railroad to standard gauge 
and ordered a locomotive from Baldwin Locomotive Works which was 
built in February, 1884, at the cost of $5,865. It was a 0-4-2, 
becoming the No. 1 and named the "Bucksport". They soon realized 
that the railroad's capitalization was too small to complete the 
road, so on July 22, 1884, they incorporated the Bucksport & Elk 
River Railroad, which had an authorized capital stock of $500,000 
with 5,000 shares Dolbeer & Carson Lumber Co. held 2,499 shares, 
California Redwood Co. held 2,497 shares and A. H. Connick, Joseph 
Russ, David Evans and Robert Smith each held one share. William 
Carson became president of this new company which took over the Elk 
River Rail Road property. 

The construction progressed rapidly and the railroad was complet- 
ed from Bucksport to Falk, a distance of 7.65 miles and opened for 
service on January 1, 1886. The cost of construction and equipment 
was $241,000. An engine house and shops were built at Jones Prairie. 
In June the railroad hauled the first lumber from the Elk River Mill 
& Lumber Co. mill at Falk to their wharf at Bucksport. The Dolbeer 
& Carson began cutting the timber on their property adjacent to the 
railroad and these logs were hauled to Bucksport where they were 
dumped into the bay and rafted to the D&C mill in Eureka, 

The Eel River & Eureka Railroad was crossed by the Bucksport & 
Eik River just south of Bucksport and provided a connection from 
Fields Landing into Eureka. In 1887 another locomotive was pur- 
chased, becoming No. 2, the "Trinidad", a 0-4-0T, from the Trinidad 
Mill Company for $3,785.25. There were now forty cars in service. 

On May 26, 1892, the California Redwood Co., a British company, 
transfered its stock to the Edinburgh & San Francisco Redwood Comp- 
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Bucksport & Elk River Railroad No, 2 at Jones Prairie. 


From the Collection of Joe Moir 


any, Ltd., but it was transfered back on October 30, 1901. In 1895, 
the Dolbeer & Carson timber within reach of the railroad had been 
cut and they wanted to extend the railroad up the North Fork of the 
Elk River but the owners of the other half of the railroad ohjected. 
Dolbeer & Carson had to close down their camp known as Christie's 
Camp and on September 10th moved their logging crew north to a new 
camp at Lindsay Creek on Mad River. It was not until forty years 
later they they again logged in the Elk River area. 

Locomotive No. 1 was leased to the California & Northern Rail- 
way during 1901 for the construction of that railway between Eureka 
and Arcata. The Holmes Eureka Lumber Company built a large sawmill 
at Bucksport during the winter of 1903 and 'O4. This company acq- 
uired timber on Elk River and made a contract on April 18, 1904 with 
the Bucksport & Elk River to transport logs to the mill for four 
years. The railroad extended its track a half mile to Harris Street 
to serve the mill and constructed a logging line up Railroad Creek 
to reach the timber, 

On October 18%, 1904, the California Redwood Co. sold its stock 
with 1,457 shares going to J. R. Hanify and 1,040 shares to Albert 
C. Hooper, both owning considerable timber land on Elk River. The 
Holmes Eureka Lumber Company acquired timber on Eel River and made 
an agreement on June 25, 1906 to have the logs hauled over the San 
Francisco & Northwestern Railway (which had acquired the Eel River 
& Eureka Railroad) to the Crossing and over the Bucksport & Elk 
River to their log pond. This same proceedure continued after the 
S.F.& N.W. was taken over by the Northwestern Pacific in 1907 until 
1917 when the N.W.P. built its own spur into the log pond. 

When William Carson died in 1912, J. Milton Carson became presid- 
ent of the railroad. The stock records of 1914 show that Dolbeer & 
Carson held 2590 shares, J. R. Hanify 1459 shares and A. C. Hooper 
1041 shares and that the railroad had paid dividends totaling The 
sum of $303,500 since 1889, With the completion of the Northwestern 
Pacific through to San Francisco Bay in 1914, cars of lumber were 
interchanged at the N.W.P. corssing and with the end of the steam 
schooners in the early i930's, all lumber made the whole trip by rail. 

In 1920, J. R. Hanify purchased the Elk River Mill & Lumber Co. 
and around this time also acquired A. C. Hooper's B.& E.R. stock. 

In 1928, a survey was made for a branch up the North Fork of Elk 
River to serve Dolbeer & Carson. 

1931 was a busy year for the railroad, the main line from Holmes 

Mill to Falk was completely rebuilt and the branch fhat Dolbeer & 
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wee. 
Dolbeer & Carson log train headed by engine 3, 2-6-2, on the log dump at Bucksport 
in 1947. Logs were dumped into Humboldt Bay at this point and floated in rafts to the 
Dolbeer & Carson mill at Eureka, Photograph taken by S.T. Borden. 


Carson had wanted many years before to reach their timber was built 
from North Fork Junction to Camp Carson Beyond this point the D&C 
constructed their logging railroad. There were now 9.65 miles of 
track and the total expenditure of this work was $262,716.45. Due 
to the depressed lumber marked, it wasn't until three years later 
that Dolbeer & Carson actually started logging on the North Fork 
when they had exhaused their timber in the Lindsay Creek basin. On 
February 9, 1932, an agreement was made between the railroad and 
Dolbeer & Carson, giving the latter trackage rights to operate their 
own log trains over the Bucksport & Elk River at a jimtal based on 
the logs hauled. 

On May 14, 1932, the Bucksport & Elk River Railway was incorp- 
orated with an authorized capital stock of $1,000,000. On October 
14th, the Elk River Mill & Lumber Co. sold their 2,500 shares of 
Bucksport & Elk River Railroad stock to the Dolbeer & Carson Lumber 
company. On December 28th, all property of the B.& E.R. Railroad 
was transferred to the B & E.R. Railway which had J. Milton Carson 
as president, with C. S. Carson and W. W. Carson on the board of 
Directors. 

In September, 1933, work commenced on the extension of the rail- 
road north of Holmes Mill to the location of the new log dump which 
was completed the following spring. Dolbeer & Carson brought their 
own locomotives from their Humboldt Northern Railway which had ser- 
ved their Lindsay Creek camps and put them to work hauling logs from 
their new camp on the North Fork to the log dump, from which the 
logs were rafted to the D&C mill in Eureka, Dolbeer & Carson loco- 
motives Numbers 2 and 3 began handling all B.& E.R. trains as they 
were newer and larger, and in 1934, locomotive numbers 1 and 2, the 
"Bucksport" and "Trinidad", were sold for scrap. 

The Elk River Mill & Lumber Company closed down their mill in 
1937 after shipping but 649 cars of lumber for that year. They 
shipped a few cars during the next three years then closed their 
plant for good. In 1948, trestle No. 1 at Bucksport was replaced 
andt he following year the North Fork Junction to Falk line was 
abandoned but the rails left in place On December 13, 1949, the 
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S.P. GETS COMMUTE RAISE The California Public Utilities Commission granted the 

Southern Pacific request for fare increases between San 
Francisco and San Jose in full, The order issued December 28 raised all monthly 
commute fares $2.00 and weekly commute tickets by 50¢. The board over-rode staff 
contensions that the rates would require the short-haul rider to pay an inequitable 
larger share of the increase, 





STATE DENIES SENATOR END The State P.U.C. has entered its order denying the appl- 
ication of the Southern Pacific to abandon the "Senator" 
train schedules between Oakland and Sacramento. 





The S.P. proposed change in the "Del Monte" 

train schedule between San Francisco and 
Monterey were approved by the State PUC and went into effect on January 4. The 
new schedule combines the "Del Monte" with the peninsula commute trains between 
San Francisco aid San Jose. Northbound the train leaves Monterey at 6:45 a.m, 
and arrives at San Francisco at 9:55 a.m.. Southbound the train leaves San 
Francisco at 4:50 p.m. and arrives at Monterey at 8:00 p.m.. 


SANTA FE OPENS WILLIAMS RELOCATION The Santa Fe placed the new 44-mile relocation 
— between East Williams and Crookton, Arizona, 

into service at 8:00 a.m, MST on December 19, 1960. First trains over the new 

trackage were #7 westward and #8 eastward. The new line cost 19.3 million dollars. 








RAILROAD MUSEUM AT EL PORTAL The National Park Service has set-up a display of 

eal railroad equipment at El Portal near the entrance to 
Yosemite National Park. Pickering Corporation 3-truck shay No. 6, which was form- 
erly Hetch Hetchy Railroad No, 6, has been acquired along with former Yosemite 
Valley Railroad caboose No, 15. The shay arrived at El Portal on November 30th 
and the caboose arrived the latter part of December. The shay is probably the 
only engine still in existance that operated within the boundries of Yosemite Nat- 
ional Park according to Al Rose. The caboose has been owned for the past 14 years 
by Leon Bartholomew of Santa Barbara who donated it to the Park Service display. 





CARSON CITY DONATES V&T TRAIN The Carson City, Nevada, Chamber of Commerce has 

— paces donated its train of old Virginia & Truckee equip- 
ment to the Nevada State Bark Commission. The train consisting of V&T 27, 4-6-0, 
baggage car, combination car and caboose will be moded to the east end of the old 
V&T shops in Carson City as soon as the state can conclude lease agreements on the 
property. 








The last electric interurban passenger service 

west of Chicago, the Los Angeles-Long Beach run 
of the Metropolitan Transit Authority, will be abandoned April 1. The directors 
of the district voted to end the train service after failing to secure a long-term 
lease of the trackage from the Pacific Electric Railway. The cities of Compton, 
and Long Beach have urged further battle. 


RAPID TRANSIT PLAN EXPANDED The Bay Area Rapid Transit directors have voted to 

expand the plan now under consideration to include 
trackage planned for the second stage in the first stage. Under the revision the 
West Contra Costa line would extend into downtown Richmond and the East Contra 
Costa line would be extended to Concord. 


News Supplement 





GREAT NORTHERN JOINS W.P. RACE The battle for the Western Pacific control between. 

the Southern Pacific and Santa Fe had another int- 
erested party added in the form of the Great Northern Railroad enrolling on the side 
of the Santa Fe, The G.N, claims some 10% stock interest in the W.P. bringing the 
total of railroad-owned shares to aver 40% of the outstanding stock, Still to be 
heard is the Union Paéific which is said to own some 5% or more, 





S.F. MUNI STUDIES 20¢ FARE The Municipal Railway of San Francisco has taken 

under consideration a raise in fare from 15¢ to 
20¢. The City currently furnishes a subsidy to the Muni Railway budget and the 
estimate for 1961 is more than six million dollars, 


S.P. PASSENGER NOTES The "West Coast" train between Sacramento and Los Angeles 
and the "Eldorado" train between Sacramento and Oakland 
made their last runs December 7th. The parlor car "Oliver Millet" has been re- 
tired from the "Del Monte" run and replaced by a later-model car. The S.P. is 
sending 21 Alco 1800-hp diesels back to Schenectady to be rebuilt. Cotton Belt 
will have EMD rebuild 10 FT units into GP-20's, --- California Southern Express 





EXCURSION FROM LOS ANGELES The Golden West group plan a special run via Santa 

< ig Fe and S.P. February 18 from Los Angeles to Indio 
to visit the National Date Festival. Write Golden West Railfans, 215 W. Fifth 
Street, Room 323, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


C.P.& L.T. DERAILMENT The tiny Camino, Placerville & Lake Tahoe Railroad hit the 

front pages of the metropolitan dailies with a run-away 
train during December, The 44-ton diesel found itself unable to control 3 cars 
‘of wood chips and the crew after setting the engine controls in reverse jumped. 
The three cars spilled and the engine, which remained on the tracks, began back- 
ing up. The crew then took over again and the three cars were salvaged and went 
to the SP Roseville shops for rebuilding. 








GREAT NORTHERN PLANS Track improvement program for 1961 includes reducing curvat- 


ure on a 3-mile section of main line between Index and Gold 
Bar, Wash,, and a simular project on the main line near the Continental Divide in 
the Montana Rockies, 


NORTHERN PACIFIC PLANS approximately $14,5 million for new equipment in 1961, 

168 50-ft double-door box cars, 200 50-ft insulated RBL 
cars, 150 50-ft double-door box cars for tin plate service, 200 40-ft cars with 
combination plug and sliding doors, 150 60-ft wood chip cars, 50 mechanical ref- 
rigerator cars, 50 steel cabooses, 25 70-ton covered hopper cars and 50 tri-level 
and 13 bi-level racks for auto transport. 





PORTLAND TERMINAL REVISIONS The Northern Pacific Terminal Company of Oregon which 


operates switching trackage at Portland, Oregon, plans 
rearranging of facilities at Guilds Lake Yard at a cost of $389,368 during 1961, 





VOLUME NUMBER CORRECTIONS Those who check on The Western Railroader volume numb- 

ers will note Volume 24 has two Number 10's. The corr- 
ect numbers are as follows: No. 250 = No, 10; No, 251 = No. 11 and No, 252 - No. 12. 
Just in case you missed it, the reprint of A/C TRANSIT-TIMES pictorial on East Bay 
transit was our November, 1960 issue, No. 251. 





THE CROOKEDIST RAILROAD IN THE WORLD 
A revised edition of the story of the Mt Tamal- 
; pias & Muir Woods Railroad by Ted Wurm and Al 

MT( TAMALPAIS Graves has been issued by Howell-North Books. 

eat The change in publisher has resulted in an out- 
standing book. The reproduction of the photos 
has been greatly improved and additional material 
and pictures have been added. It is a slightly 
larger format with fine binding and new cover. 
Just $3.75 from the Book Department, 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
The Western Railroader 
P.O. Box 668 
San Mateo, Calif. 
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Dolbeer & Carson engine No, 3, 2-6-2, heading a train of log flats into Camp Carson in 1950 
on a high trestle of the Bucksport & Elk River extension up the North Fork of the Elk River, 
Photograph by S, T. Borden 


Dolbeer & Carson engine No, 3, 2-6-2, with a trainload of log flats crossing the trestle 
at Elk River Corners on the Bucksport & E1 River Railroad in 1950. S.T. Borden photo. 
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A train of logs at the log dump at Bucksport headed by Dolbeer & Carson engine No. 3 in 
1950, This dump” was built new in 1933 when the Dolbeer & Carson company resumed logging 
in the Elk River area, - Photograph by Stanley T. Borden 


railroad received permission from the State to cease common carrier 
service because it had been only handling Dolbeer & Carson logs 
since 1940, There is no record of ithe railroad ever carrying pass- 
engers. 

On December 15, 1950, The Pacific Lumber Company purchased the 
Dolbeer & Carson properties including the B.& E.R. and the mill in 
Eureka and continued both in operation. In 1952, the Elk River Mill 
& Lamber Co. mill along with their logging railroad was dismantled 
and the B.& E.R. removed the rails from North Fork Junction to Falk. 
The Pacific Lumber sold the D&C mill in Eureka in 1952 and plans were 
made to move the logs via Pacific's Yager Creek logging railroad to 
its sawmill at Scotia. Early in 1953 the last logging train made 
its run with logs for the Eureka mill. The Buckspert & Elk River 
Railroad along with the logging railroad from Camp Carson to the woods 
was dismantled between March 1 and May 1 by Fred L. Botsford. The 
last train to operate over the railroad was the dismantling train 
Which was hauled by a 20-ton gas locomotive 


LOCOMOTIVES 


1 "Bucksport"” 0-4-2 Baldwin 1884 #7158 13x18-42-46,000-8000-130 
scrapped in 1934 

2 "Trinidad" 0-4-0T Baldwin 18806 #5014 12x16-37-32,000-7500-130 
former Trinidad Mill Co. “Sequoia” 
purchased in 1887, scrapped 1934. 


For history and roster of siesta paginas 
DOLBEER & CARSON operations 
see The Western Railroader ‘The Wieden Railroader | 
Issue 172, February, 1954 “FOR THE WESTERN RAILFAN” 


For history and roster of P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, California 
ELK RIVER MILL & LUMBER CO, FRANCIS A. GUIDO, Editor-Publisher 


see The Western Railroader Subscription: 10 Issues for a Dollar 
Issue 234, April, 1959. Single Copy 50c 
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